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.Compulsory Direct Nominations.

In all the recent agitation over the
matter of direct nominationa it does
not appear to have occurred to anybody
that if a political party wishes to give
fts members absolute control of the
selection of its candidates for office, in-
stead of leaving the choice to represen-
tative conventions, no law is necessary
to enable it to do so. The desired end
may readily be attained by voluntary
sotion within the party, without any
legislation whatever.

For example, we are to elect a Mayor
of the city of New York in November.
If the Republican voters here agree
that their city convention shall nom-
inate as the Republican candidate that
person for whom a majority of such
voters have previously expressed their
preference, all this may be done with-
out the enactment of any new statute
whatever, It simply calls for united
and harmonious action. In fact, the
adoption of a scheme of direct nominag,
tions is quite within the power of the
party, .regardless and indeed in the
utter absence of legislative sanction.

This being the case, we are at a loss
to perceive why the Republican advo-
cates of such a scheme do not go right
ahead within their own party lineg and
bring about its adoption without appeal-
ing to the Legislature at all. Why do
they insist upon compulsion when vol-
untary action is all that is needed? Why

uld the Democrats be compelled, by
reason of a Republican majority in the
Legislature, to pursue a method of
alecting candidates for office devised

their political opponents, when they

contented as a party with the exist-

convention system? We should like
to have these questions answered.

One of the greatest changes in New
York State politics in the last twenty-
fiye years has been the increased con-

of parties by the lawmaking power.

ly a political party was a volun-

fary organization whose members en-
the same general views in

regard to publio affairs, national, State
and municipal, and who acted together
endeavoring to elect to office those of

& like political faith, They asked noth-
iag from the State, and they were free
from legislative interference or control.
Each party printed its own ballots at
fts own expense and furnished them to
the voters. It was only necessary that
theywshouldvbe prepared 4n a form pre-
seribed by law. A new party could be
organized at will by any leaders who
could secure a sufficient following to
“Mpake it worth while. Ita ballots would
be just as fair upon their face as the
ballots of the old parties; nor was the
right to print and use such ballots in
1 any wise dependent upon the number of
woters. who had put the ticket in the
field. In short, the utmost freedom of
party action was allowed in those days:
& party could nominate its candidates
in any way it pleased; if the conduct of
the majority gave dissatisfaction the
minority were at liberty to secede and
form a party of their own, All that the
Legislature insisted on was that the vo-

tersshould use a uniformstyle of ballot, |

All this has been changed since the
introduction of the official ballot printed
at the expense of the State and the
adoption of the svstem of voting by
marks. The Legislature found it neces.
sary to prescribe the conditions which
should entitle candidates to have their
names printed upon the blanket ballot,
At first the requirements were compara-
tively simple. So far as party candi-
dates were concerned it was enough
if they were the nominees of a regu-
lar party convention. As time went
on the statutory regulations to insure
the regularity of the conventions were
multiplied. To prevent fraud at the
primaries a primary election law provi-
ding for a vast and complicated machie
nery operated at the public expense was
enacted, until now our election statutes
to a very large extent assume to control
the details of party organization apd
management. This is rendered possible
solely through the agency of the official
blankeg ballot. The Iegislature gim-
ply simply says to the parties: “Comply
with our requirements or the names of
your candidates cannot appear upon the
official ballot in print. If you refuse,
the only way the elector can vote for

—

propose to resort to it without hesita-
tion. They do not seem to realize the
consequences. It is the final step to-
ward the destruction of freedom in the
action of political parties in the State
of New York. A political party is no
longer to be permitted to govern itself
or select its candidates in the manner

.| deemed most wise and expedient by a

majority of its members, but shall only
be suffered to exist for any effective

'purpOﬂe if it observes the details of
| party management dictated by the Leg-

islature.

Such a result is dangerously near an
abandonment of the principle of lib-
erty which has been supposed to be
characteristic of American institutions.

Britain's Programme for Imperial
Defence.

The prolonged and feverish agitation
concerning the alleged helplessness of
the British Isles and.their transmarine
dependencies has brought about an
event of considerable importance in
the current history of the British Empire.
The four great self-governing colonies—
the Dominion of Canada, the Australian
Commonwealth, New Zealand and the
United States of South Africa—which
recently through delegates have been
holding a conference in london, have
acoepted unanimously the scheme of
imperial military defence proposed by
the British War Office.~
According to a telegram the plan pro-
vides that all troops of self-governing
dependencies shall undergo precisely
the same training that the home regu-
lars receive, so that the former may be
ready to take their places beside the
latter whenever the exigency may arise.
Military training colleges, modelled on
the lines of the Staff College at Cam-
berley, are to be established in the over-
sea dominions, and there is to be a con-
tinuous interchange of officers between
all parts of the Empire so as to insure
absolute uniformity - of organizaftion,
equipment and training.
What is to be the magnitude of this
imperial army? According to the com-
putations of War Secretary HALDANE
the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa will be
able between them to furnish a total
of forty-six divisions, or twenty-three
army ocorps, which represents the
strength of the German army, when
completely mobilized. The German
army, however, is concentrated, whereas
the British imperial force will be made
up of factors separated from one another
by half the circumference of the globe,
This objection on the score of condensa-
tion and efficiency might be fatal in the
case of a naval Power belonging to the
third or even to the sechad class. Inthe
case of the British Empire, however,
which under almost all circumstances
would be likely to command the sea,
a prompt and thorough fusion of the
scattered elements of the imperial army
might be counted on with confidence.
It is understood that an analogous plan
for the union of the Empire's naval
capabilities will be framed by the Ad-
miralty and submitted to the self-gov-
erning colonies. New Zealand has vol-
unteered to build a super-Dreadnought,
to be placed at the disposal of the im-
perial authorities. A similar offer was
made some years ago by the Cape Col-
ony. Under the circumstances the four
United States of South Africa should be
able to furnish two battleshipe of the
highest class, and a similar contribution
might reasonably be looked for from the
Australian Commonwealth and the Do~
minion of Canada. That would mean
a total addition to the British imperial
navy of seven super-Dreadnoughts,
and thenceforth the sheer impossibility
of competing with the British Empire
on the ocean would have to be recog-
nized by Germany.

T

What the Last Man Will Say.

From the serried editorial columns of
the New York Times we take the liberty
of quoting this impressive lesson in
Amerioan history:

* The Salem witch burnings were the legacy of
that period [the Middie Ages] to the Puritans.”

Powers depart, possessions vanish,
and opinions change, but this one grand
central “fact” of Massachusetts history
will continue to blaze like a thousand
balefires and LA FoLLETTES. Contra-
diction only fans the flames. Great is
error, and it will prevail, and he who
kicks against it is not wise,

When the heavens being on fire shall
be dissolved and the elementa shall melt
with fervid heat, the last man, if he hap-
pens to be an American, will be found
mumbling bravely of the SBalem “witch
burnings,” and with a printed copy of
a certain highly “authentic” letter of
CorroN MATHER in his pocketbook.

Work for the Game Wardens.

Tet us hope that the game wardens of
States infested by sportsmen from the
large cities will keep a more accurate
account than they have been in the
habit of keeping hitherto. It is becom-
ing more and more important every
year to know with certainty the exact
number of guides, attendants and
“innocent bystanders” that have been
killed or wounded by eity hunters in
mistake for deer, chipmunks, ducks and
80 on. Once upon a time the roll of
accidents was negligible. Now it takes
a prominent place in the census. The
State officers should get out their mem-
orandum books and take careful notes.

It will be a vast relief at the end of
the season to know, approximately at
Jeast, how many persons have been
fatally or even seriously wounded in
the Adirondacks, the Catskills, the foot-

your ticket is to write the names of the
nominees in the column left for that
purpose.” It thus becomes a case of
practical compulsion, such as would
have been impossible uinder the old sys-
tem of voting with privately prepared
ballots furnished by the candidates them-
selves or their supporters,

ical parties in this State to adopt a sys-

hills of New Jersey, or the uplands of
| New Kkngland. The sportsmen are a

| steadily increasing quantity, and their |

| homicidal depredations grow with the
{beauty of their habiliments and the
| variety of their accoutrements. They
'array themselves in garments of annu-

i ally deepening loveliness, and each vear

tem of direct nominations whether thay'before. It does not appear, however,
desire to do 8o or not is in the same |that they improve in the same ratio

line of development.

The official ballot | as experts in distinguishing legitimate

remains the effective agency without|game from ordinary and presumably
which the scheme could not be enforoed; | inoffensive pedestrians. On the con-

and the advocates of direct nonginations | trary it woump@'
o _ , .
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that the tendency
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The proposition to compel the polit- , they are endowed with an equipment | nomurder.

[ more complex and elaborate than ever |

of the city sportsman to shoot guides,
hotel guests and occasional passers by
is growing with each successive year.
It is a delicate and difficult guestion,
for if we suppress the bedizened hunters
endued in radiant toggery and armed
with, to them, mysterious weapons, we
throw out of employment a large num-
ber of worthy professionals who earn
a livelihood by showing the hunters
about and explaining to them the differ-
ence between a cooter and a woodchuck,
between a marsh hen and a muskrat,
between a rabbit and an antlered stag.
Nothing can be done, at least intelli-
gently and economically, until we know
how many guides are shot by aocident
in any given season and how many
cAmpers and boarders are extinguished
on the side. Mr. NATHANIEL WINKELE,
the sportsman of the Pickwick expedi-
dition, was not as preposterous as might
be su . Thousands of Winkles
go forth from the cities every year'intos
the educated wildernesses of this sec-
tion, and their record of bloodshed ‘is
yet to be appraised with accuracy.
That record ought to be carefullyrcom-
piled, so that we may strike a much
needed balance between their enjoyment
and the life and limb of the inoffensive.
We can't have our most useful citizens
shot to pieces all over the country. and
the bleeding forms of tourists and so-
journers decorating our hillsidesrand
valleys | merely to make a tenderfoot
holiday and swell the cash boxes/of-a
hundred summer shacks.

Progreas in lebir.. »

OnSaturday the managers of the Pitts-
burg baseball team caused the arrest. of
five bettors in the grand stand. ' It is,
asserted that: oo o v -
betting In Pltisburg for years. Theygamblers
who infested the oid ball park actuallyterrorized
the players at times.. It Is sald they practically
drove BRANSFIELD, (Jom NmALON and CrLavDm
RrromEY from the Pitisburg team with | thelr
tbreats and taunta.” ¢

This evidence of an intention to;pro-
teot the players and the. publiofmust
have the approbation of{all lovers/of,
honest sport. Nor will any “gambler?!
feel that his craft has been treated
justly, for: ... 7

“The Plttsburg management has been threat-
ening the bettors since the incident of four years
ago, when JACK TAYLOR, pitcher of the St. Louls
Nationals, was accused of throwing & game in
Pittsburg at the behest of the bettors and fnaliy
wulnlﬂﬂm bettin g on his own game.”
It has taken only four years forfthe
Pittsburg baseball management toymove
against the wicked corruptersfof the
morals of the players. o fl

r

The Poet and the Aeroplane.

An Englishman, Mr.
Evans, has made /the interesting’ dis-
covery that the poet WiLLIAMYCOWPER
in a letter daied December:18,:1783, and
written to/his friend *the "Rev. JoRN
NEWTON, anticipated the aeroplane.
The Marquis D' ARLANDES had recently
made an ascent in a Montgolfidre,. and
the poet's friend THROGMORTON ' had
amused him by sending up model, fire
balloons. COWPER in the letter 'men-
tioned wrote that his mind was busy
with speculations about the future of air
flight. He went on:

“ The Invention of these new vebicles is yet in
it Infancy. * * * The atmosphere, though &
muoch thinner  mediuvm [than water], we well
koow resists.ihe impression made upan it by the

f

ship's rudder. ; Pore, when Inculcatiug one of
his few useful lessons, and directing mankind to
the peovidence of GOD as the true source of all
thelr wisdom, says beautifully:
* 4 Learn of the little nautilus to sall,
Spread the thin oar, and catch the driving gale
“It is easy to parody these lines 8o as to give
them an accommodation and sultableness o the
present purpose.
¢ Leamn of the clrcle making kite to fiy.”
Spread the fan tall, and wheel about the sky.'
“Jt Is certaln at Jeast that nothing within
the reach of human Ingenuity will be left unat-
tempted to accomplish and add all that 1s want.
Ing to this last eTort of pbilosophical conirivance.

(=
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* This rald 1s the fAirst move against grand stand | -

Oswarp 'H. |}

tafl of & bird as effectually as the water thatofa | g
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frame a code to meet the perplexing
questions that air flight suggests, and
KrupP has invented a gun to destroy
aerial troops and their ship of passage
in a state of war; but WiLL1AM COWPER,
with the fit of prophecy vpon him, was
much too conservative :nd fanciful
for this age. We welcome the aeroplane
(which the poet had in mind rather than
the dirigible balloon) with complacency
as a patural manifestation of the
genius «f a period that has bestowed
upon us the telephone and the automo-
bile and a hundred other conveniences
hardly less wonderful; and -while we
know that the airship implies license
by ite freedom from restraint and is a
veritable problem breeder, we are willing
enough to suit the law to its vagaries
if only it can be perfected for the general
utility.

The report of the sub-committee of
imperial defence upon Admiral Lord
CHARLES VRRESFORD'S charges .conocern-
ing the British navy’s unpreparedness for
war {3 a most conciliatory document. On
the one hand it lectures the Board of
Admiralty for not taking Lord CHARLES
BEREsroRD's complaints seriously while
he commanded the Mediterranean squad-
ron; and on the other hand there is an in-
timation that the noble Admiral's course

ty by their feud.
truth is.that the navy was not as
prepared for war as it should have
and that Sir Joan A. FisExr had
own way’too much. Hisirival was
perbaps too rough and ready in his strio-
tures, but Lord CrarLES has had most of
the naval officers at his back, and the pub-
lic believes that his charges were far from

4]
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» CM'ING, OVER TOMPKINS.

Misoollancons Meditations of a Contented

- . Philosopher.

& To_tus Eprron or Tar Suy-Sir: One
enjoys now and then an exhibition of down-
right nonsense. Even oomic supplements
oan be enjoyed in small doses. The setting
at deflance of old laws, of honor, honesty,
decorum and good breeding is like a cordial,
and the very absurdity of it all is philosophic.
There.is no reason why we should always
dreas ourselves in a stiff cravat or a black
coat. Dress shoes need not adways be
squeezing our toes, so once in a while an
excursion is exgiting, but a gulet afternoon
in the country is better. This I enjoyed
the other day. -

Lying on the grass with all the beautiful,
natural surroundings, I thought of my rich
friend Tompkins. Tompkins can take lux-
urious ease every day in the week if he
chooses. In the art of money making
Tompkins has a right to despise me. 1 am
A baby to him.* But when we pass into
that charmed circle where one steps inw
literature, art, science, poetry and topics

of g interest, intellectual minds
hhia‘and
and

are turned. Tompkins is the
am the giapt. Tompkins knows
t not like it, for it is the charac-
teristic of the parvanimous class that it
seldom or never r
I lie down

Jones and Robinson
( they represent in t
he Angl

They are puffing black cigars.
occurs if it wouldn't be
men smoked an

8.
philosophize. Brown,
{o by, and I wonder

e names [ give them
xon idea of the three graces
The thought
tter if Awmerican
chewed less and American
women walked more. But let

woman, the word woman’
firat tempted by the devil?
doubtedly. Who bro
glants into trouble and ultimately caused
their extinotion Billy love for women.
What ruined Samson? A ridicnlous sofi(-
ness where woman was concerned. 'h
g-uud the an war’
ut enough! y wife is by me, and 1

l?'?’"‘;fx river for a row
t
she I

Well, who was
ht the pre-Noachian

look

at t&.q Alas!
eisa ton, and a true Briton too,
never rule the waves, not even the

ripples of that calm streaw, for once on the |

water she always has unpleasant qualmos.
This thought f»rinn up the recollection
of the lady to whom [ first proposed
was roll n" & skein of wool from n
ngers. Our hands met. | couldn’t help
but the question. She sighed, ~[t
cannot . L h
for three years. Will you help me to wed?”
I ?u. and now [ am glad of that unselfish

ac
The

1 hear some mln. in the distance
voices are not tiwated. Still, better the

r‘mmul twitter of the sparrow tha' the
onoaraph of the nightingale. Tompkins
can't sing, and these melodies sound better

than those [ have heard in the rubbish de-
manded nightly by the uneducated for their

| pleasant degradation.

And~but enough. [don't envy Trmpkins
in his automobile or on his steam yacht
[ am healthy, happy, and am enjoying my-
r far away from excursions and other
rivolities in juat a little Qook in the Bronx
Park. Tompkins isn’t. = L. T H.

New York, August 14,

* ¢ ¢ [Wehave) ln every fowl of the alr a pat-
tern which now at length (¢ may be sufMcient |
1o imitate. Wings and a tall, Indeed, were of |
little use, while the body, 8o much heavier than
the space of air it oceupled, was sure W sink by ',
its own weight, and could never be held In equl- |

strength could manage. * * * Should the |
point be carried and man at last become as fa- |

ocean, will It In 1ta consequeNces prove a mercy
or & judgment?™ |

The “point” has at length been car- |
ried—that is to say, the automobile
motor adjusted to air flight has over-
come the difficulty seen by Cowpgg, |
that the body being much heavier than
the air could never be held in equipoise
“by any implements of the kind which
human strength could manage.®* Man
at last flies like a bird: he can be almost
in two places at one time, despite Sir !
BoYLE ROCHE, for it took BLERIOT little |
more than twenty minutes to compass
the Strait of Dover and alight on Eng-
lish soil for breakfast.

CowPER even speculated upon the ’
effect of air flight upon prescriptive |
rights, customs law and relations in- l
ternational and otherwise, He disap-
proved of what we now call aviation,
although he deemed it feasible; indeed
may be said to have predicted it, It was
natural for one of his piety to submit
that as Gop had not intended man to
share the air with the birds he would be
flying in the face of his Maker, so to
speak, if he took to himself the wings of
the bird. But on the material side he
saw a thousand evils springing from avi-
ation: “The confusion of all order, an
annihilation of all authority, with dan-
gers both to property and person, and
impunity to the offenders.” It is start-
ling to think of the gentle COWPER allot-
ting a violent but legal death by the hand
of his fellow man to the aeronaut:

“Were I an absolute legisiator 1 would there-
fore make It death for a man to be convicted of
fiying. the moment he could be caught; and to
bring him down from his altitudes by a bullet
sent through his head or his carriage should be
Philosophers would call me a vandal;
the scholar would say that had It not been for
me the fable of D¥DALUS would have been real-
ized, and bistorians would load my memory with
reproaches of phiegm and stupidity and oppres-
slon: but In the meantime the world would go on
quietly, and If It enjoyed less liberty would at
least be more secure.”

Manners of Business Men.

To TRR EDITOR OF THRRE SUN ~-Sir’ “Inflated” of
Yonkers gives expression to the opinion of many
foreigners that the American merchant s essen -
tially a boor.

A foreign pedler Is a gentleman compared to

| the fatuous American dealer. The meanest rag- '
polse by any Implements of the kind which human &mUMn, as & customer, is recelved by the former |

with the considerationsgranied to a king.
How, do you think, would the clerks In a forsign
gas company receive & woman who comes for

miliar with the alr as he has long been with the | rectifieations of her gas bills? Here is the Ameri- | taken three positions un this question, two

can usage:
Our woman very politely addresses a clerk at

| the Information bureau. Shelsdirected (o another | confident before.

desk. Half a dozen employees gare at her papers
and vanish, not into thin alr, alas! It seems to
be gobody's business to look lato the matter.
Ten minutes elapse She Inquires again. “You
will be attended presently ™ A longer pause
In despair our cllent esples a chalr, a beach, two
steps behind her. She Imagines, how naively!
that those seats, having nothing of the ornamental
value of Versallles tabourets, are meant to be
used by the patrens. Pure delusion. “"Haven't
you seen your ¢lerk®™ shouts savagely a bestial
countenance from the Information side. “Your
turn fs passed.” ‘The woman with dignity resumes
her vigll near the wicket -1 mean the cage-to
affront another specimen of the fungle, to be apos-
trophized, repr ded In the most vituperous
way for not enjoying standing at the “Complaint”
bars walting her turn to be devonred.

‘The business transacted. there was much Indig-
nation If not hatred on one part,

As a final commentary allow me to give the
apt reply of Whistier to the remark made that the
manners of acertain people noted for its courtesy
wére all on the surface. “A very good place to
have them, don™t you think so!” AMENUS,

NEw YORK, August 14,

Anti-Suffrage Honxes.

ToTHE EDITOROPTH X SUN - Sir:’ Fx Governor
Buchtel of Colorado was lately reported as giving
& very unfavorable acoount of woman suffrage
there, and his alleged statement was telegraphed
sll over the country. He now says that he did
not say what was attributed to him, or even any-
thing remotely resembing |t

The recent national woman suffrage convene
tion In Seattie was as quiet and orderly asa church
service, Telegraphlo despatches sent all over
the country described 1t as a scene of confusion,
uproar and tears.

The cable despatches from Fngland ch
the imprisoned suffragettes wiih klekln(‘r:::
biting the wardresses. It now turna out that
pobody bit, and only one woman kicked. That
was when five or six wardresses were dragging
her from one cell to another, and some of them
were, quite unnecessarily, beating her black and
blue during the process. Under such eclreum-
stances almost any human creature would have
kicked,

The other day a r®Porier on a Boston paper
called me up by telephone and asked If | thought
there were any women competent (o be President
of the United States. | named Jane Addams.
The next day It was telegraphed broadcast that
the Boston suffragists were going 0 run Miss
Addams for President. It would he hard to tel]
who was more surprised, Miss Addams or the
Boston suffragists,

This sort of thing Is going on all the time. In
reading a report that the suffragists have done
anything unbecoming or absurd, It is safe to take
the statement with many grains of salt.

ALICE STONE BLACKWELL.

The jurigeonsults are heginning to

Boetow, Avgyst 16 4 <

yh A

Brown, | Doubtiess spelling s to a considerable extent a
Jones and Robinson pass. They do, but|memory test, which some persons find it ex-

Woman, un- g tremely difMcult to master

A jade and a jilt. |

ave been engaged secrefly |

3.&.&.‘ 2 ‘v "'
SPELLING AT

80CIOLOGY A"ND

With approved academic apparatus of
analytio table, decimal points and per-
centages, groups A, B and C, Professor
William B. Bailey, assistant professor of
political economy at Yale, proclaims in
the Independent a discovery: college
students can'tepell. The class in “Ameri-
can Bocial Conditions and Municipal
Problems, XXV. B 9, 8 hre.,” submitted
essays. In twenty-five, or exactly one-
tenth of the essays, thers was not a mis-
spelled word, which to us seems easily
the most remarkable of the revelations
made by the professor's analysis of the
orimes against orthography. But then
it is nothing worse than misplaced em-
phasis that upsets your theoretical
sociologist or sociological theorist nine
times in ten.

Briefly, the results of the analysis with
which the Yale professor “relieved the
tedium of the reading” of the essays are:
The average number of words wrecked
) “per” student was five; the average num-
ber of misspellings, seven. (It is adeli-
cate question whether the crime of verbi-

cide is miti or intensified by repeti-
tion.) TheS wére 443 words in the list
of casual No vulnerable point was

missed by Yale sharpshooters, *privi-
lege,” for example, suffered such dis-
tortions g9 “privalege,” “priviledge” and
“privel * In sixty-six instances a single
consonan§ was used where the doubled
form is only seen, as “commision,”
but this y was offset by the ex-
travaganoce. of the fixty-six who wrote
“controll,” &c. When fifteen essayists
indulged in such outlawry as “concent,”
an even dozen restored the sibilants to
equilibrium. with inventions like “oon-
serning.” (“Separate,” “relieve” and *
ceive® were much sinned against. gu.;
spelling is after all a convention, and the
Baileyites are sociologists and supra-
conven 1. .

The on® really suggestive result of Pro-
fessor Balley's study is the production of

figures proof of the relation between
the m nics of spelling and scholarship.
In three scho'arship groups, A, B, C,
the tages for those guilty of one
to

equal but for the higher numbers of mis-
spel , above ten, the divergence be-
tween the scholarship groups is very
markgd. That, however, the difference
is not of ability to spell, but of willingness
to pay the painful price of accuraocy, is
shown by the fact that the mcs® carefully
written papers were the best spelled. It
wad'a wise young dissenter from the dio-
tionary who concealed his sins in “the
finest specimen of an illegible scrawl I
ever encountered.” You cannot compli-
ment a good speller; you must blame the
The professor coricludes:

It Is evident that something should be done t>
ralse the standard of spelling among college stu-
| dents. TDut the eollege I8 not the place for such

instruction. It should be part of the elementary
education. So many additional studies have
been crowded Into grammar achools that spell
! ing no longer occuples the position of prominence
which It held Afty years ago, The spelling bee
was then possibly the chief inteliectual test of the
community, To be the best spelier was a cov-
| eted honor. 8o many studies have been added
to the curriculum that the time devoted to spell
ing must be curtalled. Perhaps we have gone
too far. Certainly college students are deficient
in this respect, and the college authorities are try-
ing to place the blame where 1t belongs by mak-
ing one of the tests in English the abllity to write
grammatical Fnglish in words correctly spelled.

tx‘:rron and five to six are nearly
I

Hut no one can blame
| the colleges of this country If they demand as one
{ of the requirements of admission the abllity on
the part of the student gorrectly 1o spell words
| with ghich he would efpress his thoughts.

How long will Professor Bailey's young
| sociologists continue to love him if he
| shows them up in public? It seems but
| fair, querying the critic, to question the

in
¢ up to 1800, 4.30 between 1870 and
and 3.13 between 1880 and 1890,
timated that there must

of 4 to each fruitful
the bare status quo of

:
i
sg‘g%;'ﬁ;i

”~

i

part of the community, will doubtiess ap-
pear to many to be perfectly reasonable;
but the unprejudiced must set against
it the fact that the diminution in the size
of families which is evident among the
educated of all nations doss not seem to
be closely connected with the diffioulty
of providing for children. Oa the con-
trary, the diminution is more evident in
the richest classes than in the poorest,,
and it is found even where there is too
much wealth to allow the question of
keeping up a oertain standard of living,
however high, to have any practical in-
fluence.

FLIZA HENSLER.

The Marriage of an American Sioger to
a King of Portugal.

To Tae Epitor or THR Sux-— Sir:
approaching marriage of an American
heireas to a Portuguese princeling will not
be the first union of one of our country-
women with a member of that Portugal

royal family, although this old incident has | &

escaped notice. Eliza Hensler, daughterof a
German shoemaker, never held any higher
title than that of Countess. The first wifs
of Augustus Francis Anthoay Ferdinand, a
prince of the house of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha,
was Queen Maria da Gloria, whese accession
tothet @ led to the Migualist and 1egiti-
mist civil war in Portugal. 8he died in 1851,
In 1889 the vlwv:{.'mum the American
:gnnr Eliza lon , whom he created

‘ounu-cl Edia.

The title of king bad been conferred on
Ferdinand on September 18, 1887, a year
after he married the soversign of the coun-
try and when he had just reached his ma-
Jjority. It was sixteen years luo".thn the
Queen died. He was an amiable prince,
an amateur in music, a diletsante painter

a engraver as well. His morganatic
wife had sung in this m'f;’ before going
abro~d to study, just as cohorts of her com-

patriots have done since. At the Grand
Opéra in Paris sho failed to t aris-

“incorrectly spelled in two
“choice of five different '

| propriety of
| different ways,”

She | methods,” “of the six remaining there
willing |

was not a mistake in five of them.” ‘

ians, but su awaited her in Lis -
such 8 wave success tha' it carried her
near the throne. The Kiig was devoted

n Countess, whom he had
taken from ¢t stage, and her influsnce
over him was boundiess, Her e rience
in ruling near the throne might have Leen

to the Ameri

Bad writing, like bad spelling, is lazi- greater still had not Kine Ferdinand

o

GOVERNOR HUGHES, '

The Difference Between Integrity .-ull
Infa!lbiliiy Discussed.
From the Roehester Pos: Ezpress,

Those who regard Governor Hughes as
infallible have had to do some squirming.
[u the fNirst place, thoy were “with the Gov- |
|ernor” when he advocated a permissive
ayvatem of direct npominations when he was
willing to let the bosses do as they pleased.
Later on they waere following him in advo- ‘
ecacy of the simon pure sort of direct nomi-
nations, such as they have in some of the
Western States, Now they join him in de-
| manding an entirely different system - the !
|uomlnullon of candidates, not by conven-

tions, not by the people, but by political
| committees. Now, if these good people
who “stand by the Governor” were right
in the first place, they are wrong now; if
{ they were right in the second place, they
are wrong now. It is impossible for them
|to get away from tha Tact that they bave

iof which must be wrong. They are sure*
they are right now: but they were equally
! There is therefore . at
| least the bare possibility that they are wrong |
pow, and will ahift again.
Nobody is finding any fault with the
He took up this subject when
he did pot know Verv much'aboutit. As he
jearns mora he changes nis position. It
{in & process of evolution Evew man is
| familiar with the process. There is nothing ¢
| discre ditable about it: on the contrary, it
is quite to the Governor's credit that he |
modifies his view as he grows in knowledge |
and experience. ‘What we protest a -t
is that men who do not believe that Gover-
nor Hughes has yvet reachegd the final stage
should be denounced as his énemies. There
is no question at all about the sincerity of
his purpose and the unselfish ohnnctg
of his services, but there is a great deal
doubt ..bom|'he T'Isdom of his latest scheme
direct primaries.
or“’h.r he proposes {a the nomihation of
candidates by political committees, in-
atead of conventions. He would have can-
didates for State ofMices, for example, nomi-
nated by a State commitiee of thirty-
seven members, ipstead of by a convention
of a thousand members. The Poat-Ezpreea,
which fought bossism long before Governor
Hughes was heard of in politics, and expects
to fight for a representative aystem by the
people and f%r the people long after he dis-
appears in the course of nature from.th
scene of ection, knows by experience an
observation that a politioa findes it
easier to control a small y of men than
a large one: and we would rather trmt
fndgment of a thousand men in a deli
tive and public mmblr than the judgm
of less than forty meeting in & corn r. e

Governor.

Wonders of Nature.
To TAE Eprrok or TRAR SUN-—Sir:
gathering of men dining here Iast evening refer-
enge was made to the despatch from Africa in
Tae Sux of August 8,Ta which 1t wis sald that
Tartarinus Africanus had receatly shipped to
this country a cask of dik diks, Although there
were two Harvard men with us, one of whom has
recently comedirect from Cambridge, no lnforma-
tion regarding the dik dik was to be had. The
elub library shed no light on the subject. We
realize that we are provincial, but we respecs-
fully suggest that this portidh of our country is
rapidly being settled, and It should not remain
without some information regarding the dik dik.

STUDIOSYS.

UNIVERSITY CLUB, DENVER, Col., August 1),

At & Wtile

The Would-Be American.

To Tae Forrer or TAR SON--Sir;  The trouble
with “Looker On” Is A common ane among
Englishmen. He is & quliter. If & man really
wanted 1o become an American citizen he would
put up with a whele lot of Inconvenience to have
& good job done. The English gentieman Is usu-
ally a man, but the ordinary or garden variety
of Briton is a misfit except when be is grumbling,

growling, beliyaching, grousing, beefing or
whining. Then be Is true (0 type.
NEW YORE, August 4. Fommiax Porw.

ness, l

1870 declined the wn of Spain, off
to him by Prim .n?l'&oruno.

The Countess of Edla survivod her hus-
band and remained fa conapicuons figure
in the life of Portugal, cordially hated by
Queen Pia and Queen Amel ho nd
only in Gbol;

Americen — Ferdina .d  beyusathe
large fortune -a bond of "mum’boslh.

of King Carlos, wh rule was destined to

NN
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FRON WEY TO DRY.
Beuneficial Effocts of Prohidition in a Tar
Hcal Town.

To rare Eorrox oF THR SUN—8ér: Inotie
inarecent issue of lmlmuamuo.z
from o defender of the Liquor trafMo setting
forth the argument that lossof revenue by
the Government from manufacture and sale
of liquors did not indicate a falling off in
oonsumption, but that the sale of illicit
liqguor has inoreased to an extent which
more than offsets the decreased sales of
tax paid liguor. This ig a bald statement
frequently made by ents of prohibi-
tion, with ne basis whatever of facts. This
correspboodent’s answer to the query as to
why, If more liquor is where open sa-
loons hgve been voted odt, e allied liquor
interests fight prohibition so strenuously,
is amusing to those who know the general
character of the liquor dealing fraterpity.
According to this scribe they fight prohibi-
tion for patriotic reasons, because they love
the Government so much and are so so-
leitous for its welfare that they do not
wish to see ita revenue suffer so severely
As it does on account of blind tiger liquor,
for which prohibition is responsible (?),

In answer to this I maintain that any
intelligent, fair minded citizen living in a
prohibition town where the majority of the
people are in sympathy with the law (and
such is the case in a large majority of dry
towns), will testify that in spite of blind
tigers there is not dbne.tenth as much in-
toxicating liquor sold or drunk in his town
now as in the days of open saloons. He
will also maintain that the illicit whiskey
now sold.does not approach in quantity
what was sold In the open barrooms, for
it is a well known fact that three-fourths
of the aaloons obtained much of their sup-
ply from illicit distillers on the sly, because
it came 80 much cheaper than the tax paid
article, and thev were not then known as a
class too patriotic or too conscientious to
mind “doing® the Government where they
could make or save a dollar. It is also a
reasonable fact that since the State Goverg.
ments in prohibition States have ioined

W — .

| forces with the Federal (GGovernment in

hunting down and destroying illicit many-
facturing, only a fractional part of the {i-
licit distillation and sale formerly done is
now posaible.

Formerly it was easy for the mosnshiner
to market his product in a wholesila way
to the saloon keeper, as the local authori-

were seldom in aympathy with revenne
ials, and gave the latter no aid in ex-
soah’f {llegal manufacture and sales. To-
ay the blind tiger eludes the vigilance
of Federal, State and county officers, he
must market what he can only in a small
retail way to consumers whom he can trusi
not to betray him, and such customers wil
be ll;!ely those whose appetites were
created in the open saloon (fu , and who
will manage some way to get a little, if they
are of a class that has no respect for law,
at almost any risk; but the total compara-
tive consumption as against the day i; o
bar 5 :‘g
ted the
sed appetite are being sav o their
country.

rooms is fractionally very
the young boys not having contrac
dinea
Io reply to the statement that thers are

more arrests now for drunkenness than there
were under the barroom régime, L. may
say, as one who has Been living six ths

out of the yvear for several years in & town
that formerly had twenty-five or more
srloons, and which is now a “dry™ bow“ |
that no arrests for drunkenness were tho!
of in the open barroom days, that any
men might he seen drunk therwtn‘ﬂ!
Mrmm streets a istu . W

y a drunken man in the same town
rare enough to receive notice in the local
press, not friendly to prohibition, and his
arrest if he capnot navigats intelligentiy

sure.

\\ hen this town adopted prohibition the
total deposits in bay ke approximated a half
million dollars, and the fown was about a
hundred "o?rs ol% Under aboui gix years
of ohibition the bank deposita have
trebled, a coneidergble part Leing savings
deposits formerly unknowu. [t is o cotton
manufgeturing town, and in saloon davs
the male operative: were paid of on Satur-
day, speni the most of their wezes in bar-
rooms on Sarurday nights, kept the Tectory
settlemont in a turmoil on Sunday, were
broken firancia!lr and unfit physically for
work on Monday.

Now the factory settlemests are rs or-
Iy as any part of the town every day o

week, and the decontly dressel opera-
tives enjoy their Sundays in a civilized and
Christian maoner, The money that for-
merly weal into the saloous now .w?o’u
home &om!oﬂo .nsl into “savings 1Y

bas ity or more '
r

-

y.
is town at present
t homes being built,and in no ona y
ring open saloons was ore-flth of
pumber proj A

(n the old devs a la’ly would =0’ dar? pass
through the privcipal saloon sireet siter
sun without dager of insult. To-day
she would be mce any hour ef the day or
pight, even without a esnort,

An one lareely intereated in manufactur-
ing in a prohibition town and who knew the
town in saloop days, I should he strongly
tempted to sell ont atany sacritice #nd move
if open aaloons were again established, rnd

feel mafe in asserting that in spite of a few

ind tirsrs, not one gallon ¢f liquor |s now
-oldmic that town au acn'inst z barrel before
rohibition was adopted. -
Y I ho”l\'a theae actual exnerienced facts

A | gtand ont stroneer against the liquor trafle

han all the theoretic arguments the liquer

was oo m of a personality to 3

rces o*n bring to r. and furthermore,
nored, in spite of "‘““‘ her husband's | ¢\ " aag of' rohibition being a tem-
support; so the complications cau In | orary craze that will soon run its course,
Portugal by the clash of the international | Fp ™ Jion " "or" the  times te the
trio comnosed of the American widow °“=: hondwriting on the wall that “the siloos
titular kine, the ftalian mother and ¢ must xo.” PRORIBITIONIST.
French wife did much to soliven the reign NEW YORK. August 15.

end so tragically. The American Countess
rlways held her own with dignity in con-
Mfm in 'lm;r ah; :u obv'tmulr ..vidb-
advantage. e had won her tion-
at the iJ:ol tgo throne though it was by
her talents, without the I(nevitable dot
which in these days must necessarily be
snormous to gain such a position as. that
held by the ton shoemaker's daughter.
Nrew York, August 15, R.

DOLILAR BILL.

Full Account of His Actelerated Descont
Upen & Western Town,

To TRR EDITOR OF TRR Sux-Sir: You slow
golng Inhabitants of Manhattan Isiand do not

ppreciaie the marvellous Western spirit. The
&c of Broadway and the Olty Ha!ll Park befuddies
your minds. An occasional journey to the great
and luminous West, where you oan rub shouiders
with sage brush and cactus. is essential 0 meutal

ress.

Take thisezample: A far Western town of about
5000 inhabitants. The one dsily paper, raven-
ously Democratic. comes out with a double leaded
announcement to the effect that & strenuous
eflort Is being made by some patriotic citizens
to bring Colone! W. J. Bryan to town: there I

only falnt hope Of success, but meanwhile all | I8

persons having the good of the town at beart
are urged 10 bestir themselved, Two days later
sppears a special from somewbere saying that
Mr. Bryan |s considering the matier. Meanwhile
Judge Squiggs, who onee ate & sandwich with
Bryan at the lunch counter At Olathe, Kan, is
sald to have sent the editor of the Commoner
A most urgent telegram,

to forget the suffering town. k
Come” Is the next beadiing. Excitement grows.
“Mr. Bryan Consents.” Some genius resurrects

IN THE MUSIC MARKET.

Complainis From a Musician Whe Be
vea's Tricks of the Trade.

To tar Eprror or Tar Sux—Sir: Will
vou kindly publish this in yvour paper for
the benefit of our musicians and for the
putpose of getting better music? The prices
charged for music are high enough, but the
musitian does not get the profit. Who
does? Why, the manager or the hotel does.
Why does he? This ia the reason:

When aunybody gives a dance or a dinner,
or If & wedding takes place, in home or in
a hotel, arrangements are made with the
oaterer or with whoever it may be to furnish
the music, the pay for it befng very high.
This contractor gives hjs engagemen's to
‘the thag furnishes the m for fh;
lowest figure: This man goes APvand -2.
gets the cheapest men he cap find. Al (na

rice he gives he cannot gét good men, & $

ides he wants to make something Nﬂ""
on the job. Very often the combination
calls for an instrument he ’
but this still finds him on the jo

: inal price pa
an instroment bu’l;h.ih:”r:unriln Setually

very \
eis iges than from an engagement AL &
=tpcndvo air in which the man who nle:
hires direct from a leader who cmpl»’l;
best men he can and pays the union Dl’r\"&
Getting musicians thrwmh a catere
‘”IIMIOI' and from hot
ve n}nns poorer pay
ow of many cases where the .r‘n
“ Olm $15 & man, got poor music

because the ma
':tgd nl:,oll?m —or the caterer in many
it is it known

) by the
gt 3.1. that while he f. paying

jeians are get
 cathpalgn lithograph and displays 14 In & store | [Or the music the musicidc
window. The ezampie I8 highly contagious. |'/tHeF g n:’“':,'}?ch“pu( musls
“Mr. Bryan Wil Come Sure.” clans playing the best paid engagem
The Mayor appolats a reception commitiee com- .J‘r lho houses of wealt y{ -

of 163 members, representiog all shades t‘o musicians what thef get :‘!‘. "hey
and creeds. Mr. Bryan's train arrives. There is |for whom they are playing. JSoe (ool
a tremendous non-partisan gathering, swarmiag | Union musicians, or do they PIAY S (g
about the raliway station. bahid of course fs | MENS “:'..'g':l ;.?.'}«'u'&mf!ué? voén‘l
busy, but it might as well be here in Green- | masn plant

jand 80 far as any effect upon the crowd Is ocon-
eerned. People rush home 10 their “suppers.”
“Didiyou see him?™ At 8 o'clock P. M. the rostrum
s packed with all the legal and ministerial lights.
The venerable figure of Judge Squiggs rises to
introduce the “most lllustrious private citisen
on earth,” lncluding Africa, perbaps; a man who
bas & dread, not (o say ad abborrence, of holding
office. Colonel Bryan rises amid tremendous

his subject.

morning the Colonel has fown. S0 has & snug

sum of their cash,

Mave you anything of lnterest hero in New
INQUIRRA.

York?
New ‘on. August 14,
The Wild Herse Herd.
From the Denver Republtcan.

TR
1] foet,
O T e e
ORTauiers ot Borisons ater.

w;lﬂ\l.

“R

y 3 do-
n, ‘cello, guitar an ndo-
- o g,w.h"ot'urn may be %ﬂr‘o o8
% 'that is the way ihe jobs are filled. >
[ “&h these men A&re Vv much
p ent_on tips. UBICIAN.
sw YoRrx, August 14.

One View of Bethmann-Hellweg.
P e Caancetior has melther &
German Chan
"::w.rwmumr‘ nor an “affable manner®
sor " strong, stern couNtenance.” He might be

derves and sinews, and he has an frri-
\ating manner of Mdgeting wheo bo is epealist




